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Largest T. rex Ever Discovered Comes to Auckland Museum
Auckland gets its chance to see the largest, most complete and best preserved Tyrannosaurus Rex ever discovered when the exhibition A T. rex Named Sue opens at Auckland Museum on 15 November.

Sue, the world’s most celebrated dinosaur fossil, comes to New Zealand from The Field Museum in Chicago. The dramatic, full-sized cast of Sue’s 12.8 metre long and 3.6 metres high skeleton forms the centrepiece of this exhibition, which also includes interactive and tactile displays exploring the palaeontology that has helped scientists reconstruct Sue’s life and legacy.
Sue is remarkable because of the size and exquisite preservation of the bones. Sixty-seven million years after the dinosaur’s death, it is still possible to see fine details where muscles and tendons attached to the bone. The fossil has been described as the most significant historical gem ever unearthed.

A T. rex Named Sue also investigates evidence suggesting the presence of large dinosaurs in New Zealand similar to the T. rex. Museum staff have designed a ‘Fossil Footsteps’ trail giving visitors the opportunity to embark on their own prehistoric exploration of New Zealand dinosaurs in the Museum’s Origins gallery. 

Meanwhile, ‘Sleepover with Sue’ allows children and families to spend a prehistoric night at Auckland Museum. Armed with a torch and their wits, participants will embark on a torchlight treasure hunt to discover the secrets of Sue, make their own dino crafts, enjoy a snack around a ‘campfire’ listening to spooky dino tales, before settling down to sleep with the largest T. rex ever discovered.
“A T. rex Named Sue will enthral young and old with it’s mix of accessible science and Sue’s awesome presence,” says Auckland Museum Director Dr. Vanda Vitali. 

ENDS

High-resolution images of A T. rex Named Sue can be downloaded from the Auckland Museum website: http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/655/media-kit-2008
For more information, images and interviews contact Caleb Starrenburg, Auckland Museum Publicist, Phone (09) 306 7059, Mobile 021 171 9161, Email cstarrenburg@aucklandmuseum.com 

A T. rex Named Sue
Scientific name: Tyrannosaurus rex (From the Greek and Latin for "tyrant lizard king")

Age: Late Cretaceous Period (67 million years)
Discovered: August 12, 1990, on the Cheyenne River Sioux Indian Reservation near Faith, South Dakota, by fossil hunter Sue Hendrickson

Length: 12.8 metres

Height at hips: 3.6 metres

Estimated live weight: 7 tons (6.4 metric tons)

Weight of skull: 272 kg

Length of skull: 1.5 metres

Size of brain cavity: Big enough to hold a litre of liquid

Number of teeth: 58

Length of teeth: 19-30 centimetres

Diet: Meat

Sex: Unknown

