


FAMILY 
WORKSHOPS
Set aside a couple 
of hours this 
summer to pick 
up a new skill or 
dust off an old 
one – archaeology, 
the art of comics, 
drawing dinos or 
recording nature. 
Take your pick. 
Or pick all six.

There’s something for everyone in the Museum’s 
summer workshops, from pre-schoolers and 
families looking for a great way to spend time 
together to adults looking to hone a new skill. 

Children’s book illustrator Nina Rycroft and 
author Sandra Morris have joined the Museum in 
creating a series of short, hands-on workshops 
in drawing and keeping nature journals and 
our own curatorial experts are running starter 
workshops for would-be archaeologists. Book 
online at aucklandmuseum.com or ph 09 306 
7048. Booking fee applies.

UNDER EIGHTS
HATCHING AND DRAWING DINOSAURS 

17 – 20 & 24 – 27 JAN, Half hourly FROM 11am – 12PM 
& 1pm – 3pm, Weird & Wonderful, Free

What came first – the dinosaur or the egg? 
Learn drawing techniques from Dinosaurs Love 
Cheese illustrator, Nina Rycroft. Nina will have 
eggs hatching into dinosaurs right before your 
eyes! Materials provided. Dino drawing packs 
available for purchase. Suitable for families and 
children of all ages. 

EIGHT YEARS & OVER
‘ROT OR NOT’ ROTTEN MONDAY’S ARCHAEOLOGY

MonDAYS 9 – 23 JAN 10.30am – 12PM & 6 – 27 Feb, 
3.30 – 5pm, Weird & Wonderful, $5 per person

Are you interested in the past? Do you like to 
solve mysteries and answer age old questions? 
Become a Junior Archaeologist at Auckland 
Museum. Part scientist, part detective join  
some of the Museum’s education team to learn 
about artefacts of the past. Suitable for children 
8 years and over.

KEEPING A NATURE JOURNAL 

Saturdays 21 & 28 JAN, 1 – 5pm, Weird & Wonderful 
$20 per person (Journal and materials included)

Learn how to use a nature journal with 
Sensational Survivors author, Sandra Morris. 
The workshop begins in Weird & Wonderful, 
viewing journal samples and practicing drawing 
and recording techniques with specimens 
from our collections. This will be followed by 
an adventure around the Museum galleries 
recording in your journal various sketches and 
text. Suitable for children over 8 years and 
adults.  
 

AFTER SCHOOL WORKSHOP
CREATE YOUR OWN WEIRD  
& WONDERFUL STORYBOOKS

WednesdayS 1 Feb – 7 Mar, 3.30 – 5pm,  
Weird & Wonderful, $8 per session per person or  
$45 per person for a 6-week course.

Join two award – winning children’s book 
authors and illustrators and learn techniques 
to create and develop your own storybook 
inspired by the collections from Auckland 
Museum. Let your imagination run wild on this 
fun and educational course! You will create and 
develop a character, brainstorm ideas, set and 
plan your story arc, and structure and sequence 
your pictures, topping it all off designing and 
illustrating your front cover. Suitable for children 
8 years and over. 

PARENTS & KIDS

WHAT HAPPENED TO HARRY?

Saturday 4 – 25 FEB, 10.30am – 12.30PM & 1.30 –  
3.30pm, Level One, $10 per adult, $5 per child

Many superheroes derived their superpowers 
from exposure to poisonous plants and bites 
from insects, like Pamela Lillian Isley, who 
turned to a life of crime as Poison Ivy and 
high school student Peter Parker who gained 
the speed, strength and powers of a spider to 
become Spiderman! Visit Auckland Museum’s 
The Poisoners! exhibition then come along to 
our workshop. What poisonous plant or animal 
turned Harry into a superhero? Every superhero 
needs a name, a costume and best of all, special 
super powers! Join us to bring our superheroes 
characters to life, designing and illustrating 
the ultimate comic capers adventure! Deadly 
detective book packs available for purchase. 
Suitable for children and adults. 

ARCHAEOLOGY ADVENTURES

Sundays 12 & 19 FEB, 12.30 – 4.30pm, Level One, 
$20 per person

Do you like to dig in the dirt? Find things that 
are lost? Put pieces together? Figure out stories 
from clues? Learn about the past? These are 
some of the things you will do as a Junior 
Archaeologist at Auckland Museum. Join the 
Museum’s education team for an ‘excavation’ in 
Auckland Domain. Use tools to survey, measure, 
excavate and record. Peel back the earth to 
learn about people from history. Suitable for 
children 8 years and over. 
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EXPLORAMA 
Sat 25 & Sun 26 FEB, 10am – 5pm, Atrium & Domain, Free

Delve into the secret 
lives of the plants  
and animal species 
found in and around 
the Domain and 
Auckland Museum.
 
Based on the hugely popular BioBlitz events, 
Explorama focuses on our natural history 
collections and gives you the chance to take  
on the role of scientist as our Museum curators 
and experts from diverse scientific fields take 
you on an exploration of life – above and  
below the surface – in the Domain.

Back in the Museum, special tours will take 
you behind-the-scenes into restricted areas 
including collection storage spaces and 
curatorial labs to see how objects are prepared 
for research and display. Discover why we  
keep natural history collections and how  
we use them.

You’ll also get the chance to learn how  
items are cured or preserved with poisonous 
chemicals and to take a turn on our high- 
power microscopes to see the Domain 
discoveries up-close.

HANDS-ON SUMMER ACTIVITIES
School Holidays & Weekends, 10am – 12pm & 1pm – 3pm, 
Weird & Wonderful, Gold Coin

Create your own Christmas Creatures, Arachnids  
and Ocean Fish with the Weird & Wonderful team.

It’s Weird & 
Wonderful at 
the Museum 
this summer 
– witness our 
spectacular 
volcanoes from 
the top of the 
Dome, discover 
creatures in the 
Domain and 
throughout 
The Poisoners! 
and get hands-
on with nature 
in our award-
winning Weird 
& Wonderful 
Gallery.

Bumblebee Bombus genus
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Rediscover Auckland through 
the retelling of its oral histories 
and exploration of one of its 
highest summits and oldest 
parks. Tour our heritage library 
to see the stories of Auckland 
and New Zealand captured in 
rare publications and maps. 

Bookings are recommended 
and booking fees apply.  
Visit aucklandmuseum.com 
or 09 306 7048. Bookings 
available from 28 December.

Domain DÉrive  
with Finn Ferrier
Sat 21 & 28 & Wed 25 JAN,  
11am &  3pm, $5

Join artist Finn Ferrier, on 
an explorative walk around 
Auckland Domain, experiencing 
the physical environment as 
opposed to the mapped one. 
Come on an adventure with 
Finn Ferrier as he takes you 
on a journey over volcanoes, 
along ridges and across gulleys 
where you will discover the 
many interesting features and 
natural scenery that the drawn 
map has missed. Bring good 
walking shoes and trail-mix to 
snack on along the way. Walk 
approximately 1 hour.

STORYTELLING TO 
CELEBRATE AUCKLAND 
ANNIVERSARY 
WEEKEND
Stories of Ancient Auckland 
Sat 28, Sun 29, Mon 30 JAN,  
11am & 1pm, Pictorial Gallery, $5

Narrator Pita Turei reveals the 
romantic history of Auckland’s 
ancient past through stories. 
Discover how Auckland 
places were named, and the 
fascinating past events that 
occurred at these locations in 
the past. Suitable for all ages.

Mountain  
Story Walks
Sat 28, Sun 29, Mon 30 JAN, 3pm, 
Meet at Summit of Mt Eden. $5

Meet Pita Turei at the summit 
of Mt Eden  –  one of the best 
views of Auckland. Join him  
for a walk – and – talk with 
stories of Tamaki Makaurau’s 
ancient landscapes. Suitable 
for all ages.

LIBRARY TOURS 
Saturdays 4, 11, 18, 25 Feb,  
10.30am, Free

A rare chance to view some 
treasured items from the 
Library’s vast collection.  
Our team of experts will take 
you behind-the-scenes for 
a first-hand look at some 
prized publications tracing 
New Zealand’s history – from 
a 1950s guide to Auckland’s 
cultural haunts to an aerial map 
of Auckland. Tours are approx. 
30 mins.

Numbers limited. Please RSVP 
to library@aucklandmuseum.
com or 09 306 7070 x 7077

MAPPING AUCKLAND EVENTS

Auckland has now held the mantle of "Super City" for 
over a year but the amalgamation of Auckland from four 
cities to one is just another step in a long re-mapping  
of the city. This exhibition of maps dating from the 
1800s to today shows how Auckland has been planned, 
projected, organised, arranged and designed many 
times over. See a selection of maps from the Auckland 
Museum library’s rich collections and plot your own story 
of Auckland onto the interactive mapping table.

YOU ARE HERE –  
MAPPING AUCKLAND 
KEI KONEI KOE –  
O TAPUWAE Ki TAMAKI 
MAKAURAU
Open daily, 10am – 5pm, Pictorial Gallery, Free

This exhibition was developed in partnership with Cris de 
Groot, Unitec Institute of Technology, a team of Unitec 
computing and design students, and Kathy Waghorn, from 
the School of Architecture and Planning at the University of 
Auckland.
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MAORI CULTURAL  
PERFORMANCE & 
GUIDED TOUR
Performance and Tour – 11am & 1.30pm 
Performance only – 12pm & 2.30pm

 
Auckland Museum’s Maori cultural performance 
is recognised as one of the leading Maori cultural 
experiences in New Zealand. Enjoy a warm, 
vibrant and entertaining glimpse of Maori culture 
culminating in a high – energy spine – tingling version 
of our most celebrated dance, the world-famous 
haka. Your Maori cultural experience includes the 
opportunity to meet, talk and take photos with our 
very friendly performers and a guided tour of the 
magnificent Maori Court – He Taonga Maori. Charges 
apply. Please check aucklandmuseum.com or phone 
09 306 7048. Members receive a 20% discount for all 
Maori cultural performances and tours of Maori Court.

AKE AKE KIA KAHA –  
THE SPIRIT OF  
MAoRI RUGBY
Until 26 FEB, daily 10am – 5pm, Tamaki Gallery, Free

Ake Ake Kia Kaha – the Spirit of Maori Rugby offers a 
special insight into the world of Maori rugby and what 
it means to be a Maori rugby player. 

The exhibition combines exclusive personal interviews 
with NZ Maori rugby team players who have shaped 
the game – Hosea Gear, Buck Shelford, Muru Walters, 
Tane Norton – and powerful objects including the 
Prince of Wales Cup and a 1924 Invincibles' souvenir 
tour ball signed by rugby legend George Nepia. 

In the post-Rugby World Cup victory glow, Ake Ake 
Kia Kaha provides a unique perspective on the game 
and the influence of the Maori flair and style on both 
our national side and the international game of rugby.
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THE ACOUSTIC 
SESSIONS
EVERY THU, FRI, Sat from 1 Dec, 11am & 2pm, Atrium, FREE

Auckland Museum is opening its doors to established 
and up-and-coming musicians this summer. In the first 
live summer music series at the Museum, a line-up of 
artists from singer-songwriters to orchestral groups and 
choirs will perform in the award-winning Atrium. Join us 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays throughout the summer 
to hear a mix of new and well-known artists performing  
live in an incredible venue. The December line-up includes 
Riki Bennett, Jonathan Besser and guests, Dictaphone 
Blues and Bond St Bridge. For a detailed programme  
please visit aucklandmuseum.com

MEMBERS EVENTS 
Biology & biogeography of terrestrial 
isopods: an introduction
 Tues 6 Dec, 2 – 3.30pm, AUDITORIUM

Dr Stefano Taiti, a world-recognised specialist on isopod 
crustaceans (woodlice, slaters), will discuss terrestrial isopods 
and their functional role in New Zealand’s soil biodiversity and 
agro- and forest ecosystems. In New Zealand and surrounding 
islands 71 species (87% endemics) in 28 genera and 12 families 
are presently known, but the taxonomic position of many of 
them is still uncertain and their identifications are problematic 
due to their poor and outmoded descriptions. Taiti is currently 
Senior Researcher of the Italian National Council of Research 
and Professor at the University of Florence, Faculty of Natural 
Sciences. Afternoon tea will be served following the talk.  
Please register your interest with Andrea Webley 09 302 6249  
or Greta Bachmann-Fuller 09 306 7923 at Auckland Museum,  
or email friends.events@aucklandmuseum.com 

Inside Out: The Chemistry of Food,  
Sex & Aging. Kim Hill 
Thu 8 Dec, 6 – 7.30pm, Auditorium, Free

The role that chemistry plays in our everyday 
lives is enormous, but generally goes unnoticed. 
At the close of 2011 and the International Year of 
Chemistry, we look at how chemistry underpins 
our lives. Join us to hear Kim Hill in conversation  
with chemists as she examines some of life’s 
complex questions. What exactly are free 
radicals? How does UV light affect our skin? Is 
there a chemical difference between males and 
females? And is the saying “you are what you 
eat” correct? The 2011 Talking Heads series is 
produced by the Royal Society of New Zealand  
in association with Radio New Zealand and  
the MacDiarmid Institute. Tickets available at 
royalsociety.org.nz/events/annual/radio-nz/2011/

CHINESE 
NEW YEAR
Sat 21 JAN, 12 – 3pm, ATRIUM, 
Free

Join the Chinese New Settler 
Trust to mark Chinese New 
Year with activities and music, 
culminating in a unique 
performance by visiting 
counter-tenor Xiao Ma (from 
Chengdu China, supported 
by AsianNZ Foundation) and 
his accompanying performer 
on the guzheng (a traditional 
Chinese string instrument). For 
full schedule of activity please 
see aucklandmuseum.com
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GENERAL INFO

Auckland Museum is open daily 
from 10am – 5pm. Children 
under 15 are free. A $10 
donation is appreciated from 
adults. With proof of address 
or I AM AUCKLAND Museum 
card no donation is asked of 
Aucklanders. Charges may 
apply for special exhibitions.

GETTING HERE

Located on Domain Drive in the 
Auckland Domain, the Museum 
is a 20-minute walk from 
town and a 5-minute drive. 
The Link Bus stops on nearby 
Parnell Rd every 10 minutes on 
weekdays and every 15 minutes 
of weekends. The Explorer 
Bus stops outside the Museum 
every 30 minutes.

PARKING

Free parking is available in 
the Domain. Paid undercover 
parking is also available, first 
hour free.

CONTACT

Infoline 09 306 7067 
Enquiries 09 309 0443 
Bookings 0800 AK Museum 
info@aucklandmuseum.com 
aucklandmuseum.com  
Find us on Facebook,  
Twitter & Flickr.

EATING AND DRINKING

Our Atrium café offers fresh 
fare, coffee, tea and has a 
licence to serve wine and beer.

GUIDED TOURS

Do you want to know more 
about our amazing collections? 
Take a Highlights of the 
Museum Tour to gain inside 
knowledge from our guides. 
10.30am, 12.30pm & 2pm daily. 
Charges apply. Book at the 
ticket desks.

STEVENSON DISCOVERY CENTRE

Our Stevenson Discovery 
Centre is an interactive 
place for kids to explore the 
sometimes weird, sometimes 
wacky, but always wonderful 
world of nature — best of all, 
it’s free for children! Activities 
for children run on weekends 
and school holidays. Charges 
apply.

LIBRARY

The Museum Library is open 
1 – 5pm Monday – Friday, 
10am – 5pm Saturday. Home 
to rare and valuable reference 
material which is available for 
the public to view, the Library 
was formed in 1867 and has 
some outstanding collections 
relating in particular to 
Auckland, New Zealand and 
the South Pacific.

MEMBERSHIP

Become a Supporter — join 
Friends of Auckland Museum 
and support your Museum.  
For more information go to
aucklandmuseum.com and 
click on Get Involved or phone 
09 306 7923.

THE Museum CIRCLE 
FOUNDATION

The Museum Circle Foundation 
is an independent charitable 
trust supporting the Museum’s 
programmes, acquisitions and 
development. For information 
about the Museum Circle and 
details on becoming a member 
visit aucklandmuseum.com/ 
getinvolved/museumcircle  
or phone 09 306 7035.

The Museum shops  
have exclusive products 
that can't be found at  
any old mall
Whether you’re shopping for Christmas presents, souvenirs 
to take back home or a just a spur-of-the-moment treat, 
Auckland Museum has the perfect gift. Away from the madness 
and queues of the major shopping precincts our shops offer 
a selection of international and New Zealand-made products 
including designer jewellery, art, books, children’s toys and 
games, chocolates and The Poisoners! range of creepy crawlies 
and scientific sets. We also giftwrap all your Museum purchases 
for free – because there’s nothing nicer than a present wrapped 
and ready to go – and the first hour of parking is on us. 
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Be the detective at  
Auckland Museum's  
summer exhibition  
& find out who killed  
Professor Felix Splicer  
and what gruesome  
poisonous creature  
they used.

16 DEC – 6 MAY


